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EVENT BACKGROUND

Andover Public School and Educational Divide
e Reform (EDR) invited 30 Korean students
for two weeks in January. While in the

United States, students were fully immersed in the American
society and engaged with American students and teachers. The
EDR Intercultural Leadership Program allowed both American
and Korean students to experience each other’s cultures, share
educational values, and build long-lasting friendships.

During their stay, the public annual event “Bridging Generations
With Heroes of the Forgotten War”, is held in West Middle School,
Andover, MA. Hosted by EDR in collaboration with Korean War
Veteran’s Association (KWVA) and Andover Public Schools,
“Bridging Generations” is an event that reminds the young
generations of the Korean war vaterans’ sacrifice for freedom and
democracy.
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OPENING SPEECH

By Dr. Jay Jinseop Jang

President, Educational Divide Reform

History is Not a Book, but of Humans

| would like to start off by saying “Thank you” to Korea War
veterans of America and Chapter 299 of the Korean War Veterans
Association, Andover Public Schools, and Consulate General of
the Republic of Korea in Boston, whose collaboration made this
event possible. | am also grateful to Master Shin and his Tae
Kwon Do Team, Lawrence/Andover YMCA, and all host families.

My staff and | organized this event in order to bridge generations
in three ways: by learning history, appreciating sacrifice, and
finding humanity.

First of all, we want our children to learn history. The Korean War
is called Forgotten War. But it must not be forgotten.

To me personally, the Korean War's history is not a book, but a
human. | remember the Korean War with a scar on my father’s
leg. When | was a child like you, | tried to know from my father
how he fought in the bloody battle. If my father did not survive



the war, | would have never existed.

My father passed away a long time ago, but | am really happy to
meet his combat friends, American soldiers. You fought along
with my father, thus you are my father’s friends. | respect you as
| respected my father.

Now | want to tell my lovely Korean students: History is not

a paper book, not a video. History is of humans who are now
living and lived in the past. At this moment, please close your
paper book, and instead talk to real history, the Korean War
heroes sitting near you.

Likewise, | want to tell respectable veterans: Historyis nota
paper book, not a video. History is of humans who are now
living and will live in the future. At this moment, please close
your photobooks, and instead talk to real history, the young
generations from South Korea, sitting near you. You will be
happy to see the happy and well-nourished kids of the country
where you saw starving orphans crying for their parents and
food.
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Korean children, you are a lucky generation. We are now living in
a world where you can live peacefully with other nations.
Everyone in every nation can become your friends, not enemies.

Even North Korea, we now understand that the regime and the
dictators are bad, but humans living in North Korea are the same
humans as you. Many North Koreans, after escaping the country
for freedom, live around you.

Korea now has become a global economic power. Koreans are
often considered beautiful and nice, perhaps thanks to Chun
Jiyeon at the Korean TV drama of “You from the Star,” or Psy's
horse-riding dancing of “Gangnam Style.”

It is good to feel proud and happy at present. However, please do
not forget who contributed to your prosperity of today.

Nearly seventy five years ago, your or your friends’ grandfathers
and grandmothers struggled to survive like this picture. Some
tragically had no luck and died, falling in the cold winter sea.

They survived the horrible lives, thanks to American grandfathers’
sacrifice.

Just in the battle of Chosin Reservoir, almost 6,000 soldiers of
the First Marine Division died from the cold and injury, calling for
their mothers, in a foreign country which they had never known.

Many Korean survived thanks to American grandfathers’
humanity. After the battle of Chosin Reservoir, American officers
and soldiers were willing to throw away their heavy weapons



in the sea to take as many refugees as possible in the ship of
Victoria at the port of Hamheung, North Korea.The number of
passengers in the ship was a Guinness-book world record high so
even going to the toilet was not possible.

South Korea's success was built on the sacrifice of American
grandparents as well as your Korean grandparents. We, Koreans
are decent people, who must thank the American grandparents
for their sacrifice.

Luckily, you are meeting these historic American grandfathers
today. As a child, you may think you have no power. No. Wrong.
You are cute, but very powerful messengers, even more powerful
than any Korean government officials.

You can deliver South Korea’s genuine message to the heroes of
the Korean War. “We Koreans will never forget you forever.”

Now you come to know: History is not a book, but of humans.
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APPRECIATION LETTERS

from Korean Students to Korean War Veterans




Hwan Kim, 5th grade

Dear  \owan \War veterans
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Ashley Park, 7th grade

Deor, Korean War Veterans

Helo, my name is Aehley
Thark. goor for helping s when cur cowntry was
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Sincerely)
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Seunghyun Cha, 7th grade
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Minwoo Kim, 9th grade
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Leo Lee, 7th grade

D@QT‘ Lore@.n wWor yeterang
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Annie Jeon, 7th grade

Dear. Korean Wor Veterons

Hello, T am Amme. I am 12 years old.

I heard fhat You. ‘FOM_‘)H' in the Korean
War for  South Koreans. T think Yow

were really brave soldier. Thank you
for lFrgl'\-\'ihj the Korean War for us. Thankﬁxljﬂ,
we can e T Kowa pesceRally. When I
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obout the Worean Woar. It was So Terrble
becouse both sides are v seme cowtry :
homed Korea, Also, I learmed that many '
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_ ped us 4
keep Seonl and i the bartle. T can't

imagin - how  hard the  (op s Mony

People  have died or njured during the war
I am not sure that o T Was |
I dde'

ho-+ WKorean
Akt in the Worean Wygr That's because
W 3wt relard  tn Yorea, . 1 don%s

™ the war, f; om  not  Koregn
thankfd  but I Con'+

Participate
- L feey greatly
erpress €owng h b_‘j Words

H"WW“B I wont You to  know

ot 1 Appreciate
Mowe  servyice

S’tm_ere.lj
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Sooyoung Kim, 6th grade

u%r, Kerean wor  Veterons
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hoak You o Cighting i ye Woreon W
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Blaire Lee, 9th grade

To Whom Tt May Concern

- maybe . grondpa 7
in detail. T'm fiom
Hi ! I'm Blaive. I°m from Horen ( Republic o, visan,
above Busan, (I hope you Hnow Busan! It's biggest port
city in Horea. US soiiders” first landing spot was in

Busan, I believe.) Well, my itroduchions was b long. hyh ?

I wont fo sy thank Y. I’m so TM”} of i

brave behavior-  With you ond Joar comrades, our feri”
fory  wouldn't be kept. I leamed thet - T uas teally bad

condition  because the  Soviet Union, ond  China help ed N-

orth Yorea  Thonks  again +o ﬁjk’r for us. You're my

(our - Korea’s)  hero.

With Love, Bloire Lee. 1 { 10 2018
Thonk you a&aﬁne! 1 uish you ey Ennﬂaﬂ Y
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Hyeong-Gyu Kim, 6th grade
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Na-yeon Lee, 7th grade

Dear. Korean \uJor \/gﬁﬂ@
MV Moare: 15 Dﬂﬂ ‘?\’Ot;'h SQ(,A'IV)
Koer, | am ety Srho\nkﬁ*fl _%r
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ma7be YO o€ VY 5}’3““’4
and  tired. Bk ok %&@H
ot Wy £ o oy ‘

[ vespedt you,
@ | / Sincerely.
/7118 | N Ol



21

Young-woo Cho, 7th grade

DEOK KOFeo@ \/\/fff‘ \/e#mr—c.,«,___

Qur South Koresrs ore very provd of you. IF you didnt core fo Kaeo
and \ne\f the Sevth, we wouM fove logf dhe o, Mevke e copld Le
Norih Koreeys, T ot very jcoJ fo s, Barouse You | el M
ko s we could get the lecd of e Wer, T'm So oy dul of 7% _
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Haegun Yang, 7th grade

Dear. [Korean War Vefemm#

Hl M Ny 1S Jge Hﬂfgew' ??ng)
We are always provd of Yeu aud You are
\!wys honerable, Our !(arm M very bard 1

that  Koreay War 4 June H.S‘O And P
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Killed and c]@,cl '9«/ e Koran War — Bub, Mc¢7
U 5 U”C'l o'ﬂk’rs UC"{EV'GM came +o k::rca,,.,

They @ i Kerern war, S0 T so "}{ﬂwn}.«{q/
-Fcr X ond  Dur ’Comms ard T wall ‘I’M)(s

rcwcm[oer krm War alfc] yam WLL l{orc,m

War veteran. T wll ﬁxfec‘i‘ you . thunk
)(0‘4.

Stncerel Y,

IOG 2 (Hq\?geaﬂ, }g\-;g)
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war Jloear War veteran,
L'\:-:_.": U J i : Y ; .r'.: ! . .;:".-‘L:-
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Hello, MJ ndme js Ji woo. N4
First, Z want to say thank you.

If I'min that situation, I think [71
Just, run away and hide .

bt youw fogart bravery..

S0. [ fespect you or yoor br@yey.

Lk You dont %ghﬂ or didnt exist in
that situation, LNl net be here,

Anc my fends, fanily, too.

low save sputh korea and many people..
I want 4o 58y you are hero oF south
Korea . I reédlj reéfect You and

Fealy thank Jow.
A\

5Enéa"/l'6[j ,

Fiwoo (Fay)
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Haesol Kim, 5th grade

Dear. Courageouns \JJETemn,i’:”!f::r' 3

s
- -

e
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Hello,mq namd 15 HKae 500 WKim,

Fest, wani 4o Saq ‘! Hhan¥ Uvou®’
because “ow and  diffevent peopie
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with 17 and %ugw\' Haasghn the  wak
Because of upwr bty in the wal,
T con tive.

Thank you fov saving e,

‘f\-g_caﬁ\ s ,
Raley Kin
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Woosuk Han, 7th grade

De&f koran  Wo™ \kt‘rﬂn,
Thank you ~for being very
BIae and  SHong, T am

[\})]Od ot \/QV\ \Wele CQV‘W@(‘)C“"?
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

EuiHyeon Cha, 9th grade

Dﬁﬂr Keroan War Veteram ,

Hollo  ny hame s El Hyen G snd Tavm
Lagpy 1o Urite [eters To fou, Sou are e horo 4
You aw very: (ourageods tind fiﬁ'm ard 5%,@:;7
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Minseok Park, 5th grade

Dear Kkotean Weur |/ oqerq

H\ | N\S N -Ame 16 Ta‘]thA I’m {-’iPe"SDh
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iheerely
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Jaeyeon Kim, 8th grade

Deax. Kocean War Veteran,

Hello t IT'm Claudio Kim from Sowth Koree . @)(—‘:
LT cannet stitl belfeve +hat Yo participated
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e prebably would have (tved under KTm Jung On
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Eugene Jeong, 8th grade
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Saejin Park, 7th grade

0O Comn i

Hello /my
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Hyunjin Choi, 8th grade

Dear Vovean Way Vetenans
Wello myname s HYUN-JZN  CHOL

Thank Mou for helping ws i +he Koreanyar

T will net foeged Your \'\ely ond] Your ]ﬁgmr,)(
YU vele  Yrave (ourage  ous with
You help  we howe.

b ol he
hodion € (oMe o Her
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Jinwon Lee, 6th grade

DM Koreon Wy yetehons .
Heﬂa, f e is Jim won L&‘l lﬂ" Tweye Yeres old. .
I'm Frov South oreo.
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Jaeyoung Jeon, 7th grade

Dear Karesn  war yentersn.
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Siyveon Yoo, 7th grade

DEAR REAN

LOAR
VE TERANS,

Hello, T'm Sf)rem Yoo. Nice To m:j‘d
YOU. I am ?mf’f‘&ﬁ’ﬁd Lg_LJ Your \orauey
?‘of'é‘cH‘r}j our counﬁy

cou : Thank Jou Br
s T r&?fed— You

T hope v wil live well.
ond  evergboly &, eSpects gou. Berays= o (jou,
T can hae my own %re, Even thogh
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Thank YOU for Protecting Our Freedom

Seeun Kim, 8th grade

Helfe! M)’ name s ge evwnl  kim ang i'm trom Sowth KOrea-
\ Fespect par Courpng@ ) )rou‘i' S4ron mTnd et
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Hyungseok Kim, 5th grade

Der Koren Wor
WETERANS

[ Hello, My nowme 1S MinSeo Kim,
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An Appreciation Letter
from KWVA

January 23, 2026

Intercultural Leadership Program

Educational Divide Reform (EDR)

The Academy at Harvard Square (TAHS)

30 John F. Kennedy Street, Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Students,

Thank you for participating in Bridging Generations: With Heroes of
the Forgotten War. The American community and the Korea War
Veterans Association are thankful to have such a hard working and
thoughtful young person recognize our dedication to your country during
the Korean War.

We salute your families abroad for encouraging you to come to the United
States and learn more about America and the history this country shares
with Korea. Your participation in this program is proof that our sacrifices are
a part of your prosperity. We hope that you continue to strengthen the
relationship between both nations and maintain a high standard for civil
liberty, justice, and freedom that our countries value so highly.

Please remember that to be a global citizen and leader, it is
absolutely imperative that you embrace the value of democracy and
freedom. We fought alongside your forefathers so that you may have a
bright future full of opportunities.

Congratulations again on a wonderful performance and taking steps
towards being a leader.

We look forward to welcoming you back very soon to the United States
of America.

Sincerely,

Captain Albert McCarthy
2nd Vice President, KWVA






EVENT SPEECH

By Captain Albert McCarthy

2nd Vice President, KWVA

O behalf of our Korea veterans and myself, | would like to thank Dr.
n Cazabon and Dr. Jang for this very special occasion.

We veterans are very pleased and proud to be with you who have come
so far to expand your knowledge of the world, and experience the special
relationship of our two countries.

There are over three million American veterans who have served in Korea.
Some fought against the Japanese to liberate Korea and help reestablish
your nationhood in 1945. Some fought long and hard against extraordinary
and sometimes impossible odds from 1950 to 1953 to ensure South Korea’s
survival.

And for the last 75 years Americans have served alongside ROK
troops to protect and defend South Korea and the United Nations DMZ
from a determined and tyrannical dictatorship in North Korea during the
so-called armistice. An armistice that has seen the loss of 1,947
Americans and over 2,000 South Koreans.

Some have asked why America fought in Korea? The answer is
simple; because the struggle for Freedom in Korea was and is, the same
struggle for Freedom that we in America, fought so hard for, many years
ago. The desire of the people of South Korea to live free and determine
your own destiny was, and is, the same desire that the American people
had in 1776 and still have today.

Our two countries have grown, developed, and prospered because the
potential of our people was set free when our military forces defeated
dictators who would enslave our minds, bodies, and souls.
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So why are we Korea veterans here tonight? It is because you are our legacy.
When we look in your eyes, when we hear you laughter, when we see what
your country has done with its’ freedom, we know that everything we
Americans did, and still do, to help ensure your freedom has been worth
every single drop of blood, every single drop of sweat, and every single tear
that has been shed.

We are proud of what we did in Korea, and very proud of you, ourlegacy. God
bless you,

God bless Korea, and God bless America.

Anyoung hashimnikka!
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Based in Cambridge/Boston, MA, the
Educational Divide Reform (EDR) Institute
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit focused on inclusive

social cohesion and community development via
youth education. EDR supports immigrant and first-

generation American students with the Step Up and Step
Forward programs to boost academic and social-emotional
learning, and offers the Pathfinder program for career
exploration and mentoring in high school.

Internationally, EDR promotes global citizenship. The Power
of Hope (POH) program develops leadership among North
Korean refugees, enhancing democracy and prosperity, while
the My Global Village program supports rural communities
with projects aligned with the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals.

EDR partners with governments, educational institutions,
NGOs, corporations, and community organizations to
achieve these goals.



Thanks to

Korea War Veterans Association:
Captain Albert McCarthy, 2nd Vice President

Consulate General of the Republic of Korea in Boston,MA:
Kim, Jae-hui, Consul General

Andover Public Schools:

Dr. Magda Parvey, Superintendent
Katherine McGonagle,
Interim Program Coordinator for World Language

Andover High School:

Jimmy D’Andrea, Principal

Doherty Middle School:

Rebecca Perry, Principal

West Middle School:

Matthew Fox, Principal

Wood Hill Middle School:

Patrick J. Bucco, Principal
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